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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4,10,11,16, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lai, U.S. Pat. No. 5,734,911 (previously cited). 

After reviewing the references of record in the case it appear that the Lai reference is 
applicable to the claims, and a rejection based on it follows. 

As per claim 1 , Lai shows a method for handling an interrupt, the method comprising: 
receiving an interrupt request corresponding to a particular interrupt; upon receiving the interrupt 
request, substituting a vector corresponding to a group of interrupts with a vector corresponding 
to the particular interrupt, wherein said substituting does not require performing a polling 
operation; and jumping to a service routine corresponding to the particular interrupt responsive 
to said substituting (fig.2C and col.2, lines 39-47). Lai shows all of the elements recited in claim 
1. 

As for claim 2, the argument for claim 1 applies. Lai also shows obtaining the vector 
corresponding to the particular interrupt from a lookup table (fig.2C). Lai shows all of the 
elements recited in claim 2. 

As for claim 3, the argument for claim 2 applies. Lai also shows that the vectors 
corresponding to a group of interrupts and the particular interrupt are addresses (col.2). Lai 
shows all of the elements recited in claim 3. 
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As for claim 4, the argument for claim 3 applies. Lai also shows that the lookup table 
includes an address corresponding to the group of interrupts and a plurality of addresses each 
corresponding to one of a plurality of particular interrupts, and wherein each of the plurality of 
particular interrupts has a corresponding service routine (fig. 2C and col.2). Lai shows all of the 
elements recited in claim 4. 

As for claim 10, the argument for claim 1 applies. Lai also shows executing the service 
routine responsive to said jumping (col.2). Lai shows all of the elements recited in claim 10. 

As per claim 1 1, Lai shows a processor comprising: an interrupt source register, wherein 
the interrupt source register configured to store a plurality of bits including a first bit 
corresponding to a particular interrupt, wherein the first bit is set responsive to receiving an 
interrupt request; and a read-only memory (ROM), wherein the ROM is configured to store a 
vector corresponding to a group of interrupts and a vector corresponding to the particular 
interrupt; wherein the processor is configured to substitute the vector corresponding to the 
group of interrupts with the vector corresponding to the particular interrupt and further 
configured to jump to a service routine corresponding to the particular interrupt (fig.2C and col.2 
as noted above). Lai shows all of the elements recited in claim 11. 

As for claim 16, the argument for claim 1 1 applies. Lai also shows that the vectors 
corresponding to a group of interrupts and the particular interrupt are addresses (col.2). Lai 
shows all of the elements recited in claim 16. 

As for claim 20, the argument for claim 1 1 applies. Lai also shows that the processor is 
configured to execute the service routine in order to resolve the particular interrupt (col.2). Lai 
shows all of the elements recited in claim 20. 
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Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



4. Claims 5-9,12-15, and 17-19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Glenn A. Auve whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3623. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 AM-5:30 PM, every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mark Rinehart can be reached on (571 ) 272-3632. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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